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Within the Gaywood Valley modern buildings tend to be 
uniformly built of brick, although flint and carrstone may be 
used as a facing material, to blend in with buildings using 
more traditional materials. 
 
Older buildings however, both domestic and agricultural, 
usually used locally available materials. The same is true of 
'prestige' buildings (such as churches) though they also used 
imported materials for strength and where architectural detail 
was required. 
 
In King's Lynn a greater variety of materials could be 
imported through the port and so a wider range of rock types 
were employed, especially during Victorian and later times, 
though in the Town Walls and elsewhere imported ballast 
was used in Medieval times. 
 
NB. Some of the materials illustrated in this guide may acquire a surface 
coating of lichens and / or mosses, which can considerably alter their 
appearance. Gentle rubbing with a wire brush will usually reveal the original 
colour and textures, but care should be taken not to destroy the lichen or 
moss cover completely as some species may be rare. 
 
 
 

NON-LOCAL ROCK TYPES: LIMESTONES 
 
Particularly during medieval times limestones were imported, 
mainly from Lincolnshire, for use in buildings such as 
churches. Two broad types were used. 
 
OOLITIC FREESTONES: Oolitic limestones consist of 
rounded grains of calcium carbonate. Because many of them 
lack a distinctive 'grain' they can be cut & carved in any 
direction, so they are particularly useful for detailed carving 
work. 

 
RAG: This quarryman's term is used for coarser varieties of 
limestone showing a distinct 'grain', owing to bedding or the 
presence of fossils. They are mainly used as structural 
support stone or where only rough carving is involved. 

 

BRICKS: Originally most humble dwellings would have been 
made from wattle & daub (ie mud huts). As people became 
more prosperous brick would have been used in preference, 
as it is more durable. 
 
In the first instance bricks would have been made locally, 
using local clay sources. Different types of clay, and different 
firing techniques, tended to produce bricks showing very 
distinctive local variations. Amongst these variations would 
have been slight size differences as a national common 
standard was not introduced until 1840. 
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CHALK: Chalk is a soft white very pure form of limestone. In 
general it is not suitable for building use, but some of the 
harder varieties - which are often referred to as Clunch - are 
used locally as a building material. 
 

 
FLINT: Flint is a very hard material which occurs as layers or 
nodules within the Upper (White) Chalk. The main body of 
the flint is dark brown or black but it usually has a lighter 
coloured rind, which may weather to any of a wide variety of 
colours. This is especially the case where the flint has been 
transported and then deposited as field stones. Flint may be 
used in buildings as field stones, or dressed i.e. knapped or 
broken into shaped units, though this is only done on 
prestige buildings. 

 

CARSTONE or CARRSTONE 
 

Locally, the Dersingham Beds and the Carrstone Formation, 
contain layers of brown coloured iron-cemented sandstone 
which are suitable for building use. 
 
SMALL CARR: The Small Carr is usually fine grained and 
used in thin slabs. It has a foxy-brown colour and comes 
from the Dersingham Beds. 

 
BIG CARR: The Big Carr, which is obtained from the 
Carrstone Formation, is much more variable. It can be used 
in irregular blocks, or in dressed (i.e. shaped) units, but can 
also be used in thin slabs, though when this is the case the 
degree of iron staining is usually very dark coloured. It is 
much coarser grained than the Small Carr (the individual 
sand grains can be seen quite clearly), and it often contains 
small rounded pebbles. The amount and type of iron staining 
can be very variable. 

SILVER CARR: The widespread Leziate Sands are usually 
very soft and poorly cemented, however, round Castle 
Rising, a hard well cemented variant can be found. Large 
blocks can be seen in the foundations of the parish church, 
and the bulk of the Castle itself is made up of Silver Carr. As 
the name implies this material is white (silver) in colour. It is 
most frequently seen as field stone material. 

 

 
IRON PAN or FERRICRETE: Iron Pan is an iron-cemented  
sandstone or gravel, which has often been confused with the 
Carrstone, although it is much younger geologically. Typical 
Iron Pan contains large angular pebbles of flint, though not all 
of the varieties do. It forms in fairly recent sands and gravels, 
when iron rich waters percolating through them are deposited 
to form a cement. 
 
Like the Big Carr it is often fairly coarse grained but tends to 
be darker coloured and has often got a lot of cavities in it. 
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